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Part 1:  The Problem
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Transinstitutionalization?



ñTransinstitutionalizationò 

ÉA leading explanation for why people with mental 

illness enter the criminal justice system

ÉSuggests that the answer to this problem is 

simply more psychiatric hospitals



Two Problems

1. We are not going to build more 

psychiatric hospitals.

2. Evidence suggests that mental illness  

is not the only cause of crime.



Part 2:  Understanding the Problem



É Why are people with mental illness 

over-represented in the criminal 

justice system?



Risk ïNeeds ïResponsivity 

ñRNRò



Criminogenic Risk Factors
The ñCentral Eightò

1. History of Antisocial Behavior      

2. Antisocial Personality             

3. Antisocial Cognition

4. Social Support for Crime

5. Family/Marital Problems

6. Work/School Problems                                            

7. Lack of Healthy Recreation                    

8. Substance Use



Standardized Risk/Needs Assessment Tools

üLevel of Service/Case Management Inventory (LS/CMI)

üLevel of Service Inventory ïRevised (LSI-R)

üOhio Risk Assessment System (ORAS)

üCorrectional Assessment and Intervention System (CAIS)

üCorrectional Offender Management Profile for Alternative 

Sanctions (COMPAS)
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Criminogenic Risk Factors
The ñCentral Eightò

1. History of Antisocial Behavior      

2. Antisocial Personality             

3. Antisocial Cognition

4. Social Support for Crime

5. Family/Marital Problems

6. Work/School Problems                                            

7. Lack of Healthy Recreation                    

8. Substance Use



True or False:

ÉMental illness is a risk factor for crime.



Psychosis and Mania 
Increasingly Recognized as Risk Factors 

É McNiel et al 2000 

É Hodgins et al 2003

É Joyal et al 2004

É Swanson et al 2006

É Christopher et al 2012

É Peterson et al 2014



ÉPsychotic Symptoms:

ïCommand Auditory Hallucinations

ïPersecutory Delusions

ïAgitation and Violence

ÉManic Symptoms:

ïSpeeding

ïImpulsivity

ïAgitation and Violence



Most serious mental Illnesses are 
άwŜƭŀǇǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ wŜƳƛǘǘƛƴƎέ 

Shepard et al. 1989



Criminogenic Risk Factors 

In People with Serious Mental Illness

1. History of Antisocial Behavior      

2. Antisocial Personality             

3. Antisocial Cognition

4. Social Support for Crime

5. Family/Marital Problems

6. Work/School Problems                                            

7. Lack of Healthy Recreation                    

8. Substance Use

9. Psychosis and Mania



People with Serious Mental Illness Have An 

Increased Prevalence of Other Risk Factors

Schizophrenia   General Public  

Substance Use 10%

Unemployment 4%

Less than HS degree 25%

BLS  2013; Rosenheck et al. 2006; Moran & Hodgins 2004; SAMHSA 2011; NAMI 2013

40%

73%

50%



Adults with Serious Mental Illness Also Have 

Responsivity Factors

ÉParanoia

ÉHistory of Trauma

ÉDisorganized Thoughts

ÉLack of Energy and Motivation



Why are people with mental illness 

over-represented

in the criminal justice system?



Three Reasons

ÉThey have an extra risk factor

ÉThey have more of the other risk factors

ÉThey also have responsivity factors



How do we prevent criminal 

recidivism among people with 

serious mental illness?



Part 3:   Mental Health and Criminal Justice 

Collaboration




